
         
  
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL  

COLLEGE VISION 

BENALLA P-12 COLLEGE ENSURES THAT EVERY CHILD LEARNS 
AND IS PREPARED FOR THE FUTURE THROUGH A COMMITMENT TO 
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING, HIGH EXPECTATIONS AND POSITIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS IN A SAFE AND INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT. 
 
Whole School Assembly  
Thankyou to our special guest Mayor Scott Upston for attending our 
assembly on Friday and being our keynote speaker. The theme of the 
assembly was ‘Pathways’ and Scott shared the incredibly interesting 
journey of his life that took him from school to the military to training 
elite athletes, managing a gym and now being Mayor of Benalla 
Rural City. Music teacher Bryce McMurray also shared his journey to 
become a secondary music teacher, and also led the College Stage 
band in a couple of typically high quality songs for the audience. Our 
College Captains, Mel, Willow, Tiahna and Declan are to be 
congratulated for their organisation of this assembly and for 
successfully hosting it on Friday afternoon. As always, it was great to 
have everybody there in one place and I thank all the parents and 
family members who came along to support the event.  
 
Nepal Movie Fundraiser  
Don’t forget this Sunday the Year 10 students who are travelling to 
Nepal at the end of the term are holding a movie fundraiser at 
BPACC to support their trip. This will be an amazing experience for 
these students so if you are able to support them and want to see a 
really good movie, come along to BPACC at 3.45pm.  
 
School Council  
I mentioned last week that we have a casual parent vacancy, and 
this is still available. If you are interested, please get in touch to 
discuss with me. There was also a casual student vacancy and this 
has been filled by Year 12 student and School Captain Willow Plex, 
who joins Year 8 student Nicole Patterson. Thankyou to Willow for 
stepping in to ensure the students are represented.  
 
Parent Opinion Survey  
Please remember to log on and complete the survey if you received 
an email from us. This survey is very important and provides feedback 
about our operations in a range of areas. The feedback is far more 
valuable if we have a bigger response rate. If you are having trouble 
logging on or do not have access to a computer, just come in to any 
campus office and we will help you.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
MON 29TH JULY- FRI 2 AUG 
Yr 11 & 12 Sport & Rec and 
VCE Outdoors Mt Hotham Ski 
Trip 
 
WED 31ST AUG 
9.30 & 12pm- Early Years 
School Tours at Waller & Avon 
St Campuses 
Year 7 Headspace 
 
MON 5TH AUG 
11.15am 100 Days of Prep 
Celebrations 
 
Senior School Information 
Evening from 6pm 
TUES 6TH AUG 
Hands On Learning -Winton 
Wetlands Tree Planting 
 
WED 7TH AUG 
Yr 10 Careers Day  
Yr 7 Headspace 
Hands On Learning- Winton 
Tree Planting 
 
Yr 12 VTAC Briefing 
 
THURS 8TH AUG 
Yr 9 & 10 Defining Moments 
History Project. 
 
Mid Year Bands Concert- 
Faithfull St PAC 
 

Benalla P-12 College 
Executive Principal - Tony Clark 

Monday 29th July, 2019          Edition #20 

Our College Values 
 
Respect 
Responsibility 
High Expectations 
Integrity 



PRINCIPALS MESSAGE CONTINUED…….. 
Student Attitudes to School Survey  
Last week we received the preliminary results from the student survey that was conducted last term. This 
survey is also very important in telling us about our students’ experiences at school. These will be presented 
to school council tonight but some highlights include:  

• All secondary parameters for the Excellence in Teaching and Learning and Positive Climate 
for Learning domains have increased since 2018.  

• Big increase in the School Connectedness domain at the 5/6 Hub at Clarke Street – 81% 
positive response.  

• Attitudes to Attendance factor for Grade 4s has 93% positive response – this indicates that 
the vast majority of our Grade 4 students want to come to school and feel happy at school.  

• 100% of Grade 4 students say that ‘My teacher sets clear rules for classroom behaviour’. This 
shows our teachers and working very hard to ensure a positive learning environment in every 
classroom.  

 
Grade 4 Parents  
Don’t forget the first of our parent transition activities starts this Thursday with afternoon tea and a tour of the 
5/6 Campus at Clarke Street. Coffee will be provided by our Hands on Learning students who have 
undertaken café training with Craig Robinson of Ella Goose. I hope that parents are able to attend and I 
look forward to seeing as many there as possible. 
 
Tony Clark 
Executive Principal 
 
ATTENDANCE 

Every day counts, even when your child is anxious……. 
 
Going to school is usually an exciting and enjoyable event for children and adolescents.  However most 
children are occasionally reluctant to go to school or have some anxiety about activities like school camp; 
it is also normal that at some stage in life every individual will feel anxious when faced with a difficult 
situation. Anxiety becomes a problem when it is persistent and prevents a person from enjoying normal life 
experiences, such as not wanting to go to school. If you feel your child is experiencing anxiety and not 
wanting to come to school, please speak with your child’s teacher, or contact one of one of our student 
wellbeing team members who can offer assistance and make recommendations about professional 
support if needed. 
 
All staff at Benalla P-12 College want your child/ren to get a great education, and the building blocks for a 
great education begins with your child/ren coming to school each and every day.  If your child/ren miss 
school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later 
years of school. 
 
Help us to help you, please contact one of our Wellbeing team, Craig, Bron, Lou or Scott to assist with your 
child and their attendance. 
 
 Avon St Campus -Scott Greig 5762 1646  
 Waller St Campus -Bron Greig 5762 2600  
 Faithfull St Campus -Lou McCloskey 5761 2777  
 Senior Campus -Craig Carley 5761 2777 

  

Email: benalla.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Web:  www.benallap12.vic.edu.au 
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WALLER ST CAMPUS NEWS 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Congratulations to our student 
of the week award winners. 
 
Back L-R: Zara, Dannika, 
Jayme, Riley, Liam, Lucas and 
Evie 
Front L-R: Tahlia, Barry & Annie 
 
 
 
 

GOLDEN SHOVEL AWARD 
Congratulations to our 
Golden Shovel Award 
winners. 
 
Back L-R: Lily, Elly, Angus, 
Darcey & Joel 
Front L-R: Maddy, Jessie & 
Jake 
 
 
 
 
 

SEMESTER TWO HOUSE LEADERS 
Our Semester 
2 House 
Leaders were 
welcomed at 
our Assembly 
last week. 

Congratulations Levi (Hotham), Thomas (Hotham), Declan (Buffalo), 
Athena (Buffalo), Darcey (Buller), Jaxson (Buller), Joel (Stirling) & 
Amelia (Stirling) 
100% ATTENDANCE AWARDS FOR TERM 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A fantastic effort to our 100% Attendance award winners for 
term 2.  
 
Prep: Steele, Joshua, Dom & Jilly 
Year 1/2: Jake, Jakobi, Bentleigh, Trae, Blake, Chelsey & Ryan 
Year 3/4: Athena, Jaxson, Lachlan, Darcey, Liam & Lily 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 5 
catalogues have now been 
distributed to all students at 
Waller St Campus. Students 
and parents are reminded that 
Scholastic Book Club orders 
must be submitted online 
through Scholastic Book Club 
Loop Orders by Thursday 1st 
August 2019.  
Details re ordering are located 
on the second last page of the 
catalogue.  
 
LIONS CLUB PUBLIC 
SPEAKING COMPETITION 

Zara Arnold was 
congratulated on being the 
successful speaker in the 
second level of the Lions 
Club Public Speaking 
Competition and now 
moves onto the 3rd stage of 
the competition. Zara 
confidently presented her 
winning speech to the 
whole Waller Campus 
Assembly and shared her 
certificates and trophy. 
 
 
EARLY YEARS TOURS FOR 
2020 
 



 

PRIMARY NEWS 
POETRY ANTHOLOGY NEWS 

In Term Two we made our Poetry 
Anthology books. The poems we made 
were Shape Poems, Rhyming Couplets 
and Diamente Poems.  
With our Shape Poems we had to use 
our 5 senses to describe our topic. 
We learnt about nouns, adjectives and 
verbs when creating our Diamente 
Poems. 

When creating our Rhyming Couplets 
we had to find words that rhymed and 
make sure our rhyming words were at 
the end of our sentence. 
 
I enjoyed writing my Diamente poem 
because I liked describing my topic 
and drawing it. My topic was G.P. 
Midget. -Josh Ward 
 
I enjoyed writing my Shape poem 
because I liked describing unicorns. I 
also liked decorating it. -Ethan Damon 
 
On the last day of term Avon Street 
came to Waller. We got into groups of 
six and shared all of our poems. We 
had lots of fun. 

 
SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERING AND 
MATHEMATICS (STEM) AT AVON AND WALLER 
Some classes at Avon and Waller are participating in STEM lessons 
with Ms Brown this semester.  Students are currently learning about 
the Moon to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Moon landing. 
Using balls and the sandpit, students simulated the formation of 
craters on the moon. Exploring types of balls, force and height of the 
drop, students were able to change the impact on the sand and the 
resultant crater. 
 
 
Here is what some students had to say about it: 
I loved making the craters -Charlie Year 2   
I enjoyed learning about the moon- Thomas Year 1  
I loved seeing if I could make little craters or big craters- Azaala Year 1  
It was interesting finding out about the first landing on the moon- Jake Year 1  
 

 

 
 
YEAR 4 TRANSITIONING 
INTO YEAR 5 IN 2020 
Transition events for Year 4 
students transitioning into Year 
5. 
 
Key dates 
Thurs 1st Aug- 2pm-3pm 
Wed 14th Aug- 11.30am-12.30pm 
Tues 27th Aug- 9.30am-10.30am 
Fri 13th Sept- 1.30pm-2.45pm 
 



 

FAITHFULL ST NEWS 
5/6 HUB NEWS 

Mrs L our 5B teacher owns a LOT of goats! 
Most of her kids have had kids and they are 
the most adorable little animals you will ever 
set your eyes on! The breed is called Anglo 
Nubian, they are mostly black but have white 
and brown splotches, they are a mix of an 
English goat and a Nubian goat.  - Danielle 
 
My favourite goat was Lucifer because he 
was the quietest and he was the cutest one. 
David 
 
At the end of term we had Arya come to 

school. Arya is Mrs L’s kid/baby goat. Then we 
had Lucifer come into our class, we love 
having baby goats come into our class. –
Georgie 
 
When Mrs L brought the two baby goats 
Lucifer and Arya to school I couldn’t keep 
away from them. I loved Lucifer because of his 
beautiful colours and how cuddly he was but I 
loved Arya because she was playful and 
funny. I was scared I might have been hurting 
Arya because she was bleating but really she 
just wanted her mums’ milk. –Jody 
 
 

THE 5/6 HUB WELCOMES NEW INSTRUMENTS! 
Following a grant application in Term 1, the new 5/6 music room has 
been beautifully equipped with brand new instruments.  
 
Each class took turns to open the boxes and try everything out.  
 
Every Grade 5/6 contributed a suggestion about what they would 
like to have, with “drums” and “drum kit” as clear winners.  
 
We are now the proud owners of 50 new shaker eggs, three beautiful 
djembes (African drums), a cajon (percussion box), an electronic 
drum kit, two new xylophones, 16 new boomwhackers, a vibraslap, 
some bongos, a cowbell, a cabasa,, two triangles, a microphone 
and speaker and new beaters for our marimba.  
 
“We really needed them because we wanted more fun instruments 
to play, and because we have played all the old ones already,” says 
Alexia. “You can experiment with different sounds that the drum kit 
makes.”  
 
“When I hear the drums the beat makes me want to dance,” says 
Jonty. “I want to have a go at guitars and drums.” 
 

Four boys from Grades 5&6 helped 
to assemble the electronic drum kit, 
including Jet Russell (pictured in 
action). Look forward to some 
amazing talent from our Clarke St 
musos!   
 

 

Jet bangs out a funky beat. 
 

Charlotte, Rory, Eloise and 
Mackenzie creating some 
rhythms. 
 
 



 

FAITHFULL ST CAMPUS NEWS 
EXCURSION TO NORTH EAST HEALTH WANGARATTA 
Students in years 10, 11 and 
VCAL who are interested in 
pursuing a career in the health 
field will be given a tour of 
North East Health in 
Wangaratta, discuss careers 
options and look at ways of 
accessing work experience 
and/or School Based 
Apprenticeships at the facility. 
 
 
Students will need to be fully 
immunized to attend this event 
- Diphtheria/tetanus, Hepatitis B, Measles/ Mumps/ Rubella, 
Pertussis and Varicella (chicken pox) 
See Molly Craig or Mrs Cairncross in the Senior Careers Office 
to express interest in attending or find out more about it. 
 
“SENIOR SCHOOL’S GOT TALENT”  
Seeking talented students from years 10, 11 & 12.  
 
Sing a song, mime a song, perform a dance, put on an 
act or do some stand up comedy.  
Individual or group acts welcome. 
Great prizes available for competition winners! 
 
Auditions for interested students will be on Thursday 
August 1, at lunchtime in S8.  
Please see Krys Evgenidis if you have any queries. 
 
 
SENIOR SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT 
Save the date- Monday 5th August from 6pm-7.30pm 
Weary Dunlop Education Centre, Theatrette. 
 
Plan your Senior School Course for 2020.  Collect your individual 
course prospectus and subject selection sheet. 
 

AUTO NEWS 
Automotive department is 
looking for any old, broken or 
worn out lawn mowers and/or 
small engines for students to 
work on. 
Please contact Mark Rogers 
on 035761 2777, if you can 
help. 

 
ART COMPETITION WINNERS 
Congratulations to the winners 
of last month’s Art Competition 
Molly Mathieson, Liam Ludvigh 
and Haylie Carter. The theme 
for August is “My Favourite 
Place”, get your entries in 
before the end of the month 
for your chance to win some 
great art prizes!   

DR & NURSE SERVICE 
 



 

FAITHFULL ST CAMPUS NEWS 
2020 YEAR 10, 11 & 12 IMPORTANT DATES 
 

 
Selecting the right course for Years 10, 11 and 12 is extremely important. The above table outlines the important events that will occur. All courses need to be 
carefully considered, so the Course Counselling Day (Wednesday August 14) is extremely important – we need all parents/carers to make an appointment with 
their designated teacher on this day. Jo Martin Senior Sub school Leader 

Week Date  Details 
4 Monday 

August 5 
Senior School 
Information Evening 

• Senior School Course Handbook distributed along with Course Selection forms 
• Sign up for Course Counselling appointments via Compass – Wednesday August the 14th (Student 

free day for Year 9, 10 and 11).  
• Parent information session for students in Year 9 going into Year 10 2020 – 6:00pm start 
• Parent information session for students in Year 10 going into Year 11 2020 – 6:30pm start 
• Parent information session for students in Year 11 going into Year 12 2020 – 7:00pm start. Students 

and parents are asked to come to the Information evening before 7:00pm to look at displays 
and talk to teachers. 

• Overview of VCE/VCAL certificate 
• Ideas on how to choose the course that is right for you 
• EXPO showcasing all learning areas in the Weary Dunlop Education Centre 
• Information about career pathways/tertiary pre-requisites 
• TAFE, Apprenticeships Matter, Sarena Russo, NE Tracks representatives 
• Opportunity to meet VCE/VCAL Co-ordinators/teachers  

4 Wednesday  
August 7 

Tomorrow Today 
Careers Day – Year 10 

 

4 Thursday 
August 8 

“What course is right 
for me?” 
Year 10-11 Course and 
Subject Selection 
Information Sessions for 
Year 10 students  
PERIOD 5 & 6 

Format  
• VCE/VCAL/VET presentation 
• Subject Information Sessions – In small groups students rotate through each learning area to hear 

from teachers about VCE and VET offerings in their learning area. 
• English/Science/Humanities/Maths/Health, PE and Outdoor Education/Technology/Visual Arts 

and Performing Arts 

5 Wednesday 
August 14 

Course Counselling 
Day 
(Student free day for 
Years 9,10 & 11 
students) 

• Completion of the course selection sheet for all Year 9-11 students. 
• Course Counselling interviews – interview with a parent/carer and student. 
• The student’s progress, attendance and Career Action Plan will be reviewed as well as 

recommendations from their current teachers. 
• Fast tracking applications due 
• VCAL applications due 



 

 VACATION CARE NEWS 
Once again, we had a very busy 10 days; we 
were out and about for a number of days. The 
weather was kind to us on the most part. We 
went to the movies, made stilts and masks, visited 
the library and painted boomerangs (Naidoc 
week), and learnt about the water cycle from a 
Northeast Water rep.  

 
We visited Italy making Pizzas and other treats & 
learning their culture. 
On this day we also went to Bunning’s for a craft 
day, this was fantastic, some children painted 
pots and planted a pansy, and others built a bird 
box.  
We got fit doing boxing with a Dynamic studio 
instructor, had our faces painted and our hair 
coloured, and as always went swimming at Aqua 
Moves.  
All children showed they are Benalla P-12 College Champions with 
great behaviour and manners while out and about.  
Well done to all those that attended and to our outstanding Staff for 
making this a very enjoyable holiday program. 
Kerry Masters 
OSHC Administration Coordinator 
PARENTING ANXIOUS CHILDREN SEMINAR 

Learning to cope with anxiety and fear is a normal part of a child’s 
development. Whilst it’s estimated that between 10 to 20 percent of 
children and adolescents will experience significant anxiety at some 
time, it is important to note that most cases are short lived. 
Recognizing and managing anxiety, as early as possible, enables 
children to gain knowledge, skills, confidence and a sense of power 
in managing their own worries.  
The Anxiety Recovery Centre of Victoria presents, “Parenting Anxious 
Children”. This is a relaxed and informative seminar presented for your 
community which, is specifically designed to help educate and 
support parents who feel, that their school aged children maybe 
experiencing anxiety.  
 Topics to be covered include:  
• Understanding anxiety and normal childhood development  
• How personality and environment contribute  
• The signs and symptoms in your children  
• Types of anxiety disorders  
• Methods and strategies to help support your children  
• Tips on building resilience  
• Where to go for more information/help  
 
Date: Friday 2nd of August  
Time: 10.30am to 12.00pm  
Venue: Activity Room 2, Benalla Health: 45-63 Coster St, Benalla, 
COST: FREE & BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL  
For further information or to register contact the  
ARCVic Office – 9830 0566 or email Raspal Khumra: 
rkhumra@arcvic.org.au 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
PARENT AND RELATIONSHIP 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
Emotion Coaching: 
Connecting with our kids (2 
hour workshop) 
Friday 2nd August 
 
10.30am-12.30pm 
Pangerang Community House 
38 Ovens St, Wangaratta 
Call to Book 035723 2000 
 
Tuning in to kids- emotionally 
intelligent parenting (2-10 
years) 
Friday 16th August-13th 
September 
 
10am-12pm 
Gateway Health- room F1 
45-47 Mackay St, Wangaratta 
Call to Book 035723 2000

mailto:rkhumra@arcvic.org.au


 

 
 

insights 
Promoting a leadership 
mindset in students 
by Michael Grose 
 
 

 

There are leaders in all walks of life. In business, at school, in families, in sport and in the wider community your 
young person will have the opportunity to lead others. Your young person may have many individual 
attributes that will enable them to lead but, to be truly successful, they also need to develop the appropriate 
mindset. 

PUT OTHERS FIRST 

Effective leaders generally act in the best interest of others. When a young person focuses on how they can 
work for the good of others he or she is well-placed to lead. You can develop a benefit mindset in the 
following ways: 

Encourage your young person to volunteer within the 

community Share your stories of community, leadership and 

volunteering 

Give your child leadership opportunities (with accompanying responsibilities) among siblings and 
friends 

 
A WILLINGNESS TO STEP UP 

Situational leadership opportunities are everywhere such as leading a small group learning activity at school; 
coaching a local basketball team; and taking extra responsibility in a part-time job. Encourage your young 
person to accept responsibility, take initiative and claim ownership when things don’t go to plan. Here’s 
how: 

Discuss situational leadership with your young person 

Encourage initiative by giving them an opportunity to solve their own problems 

Help to identify environments where he or she feels comfortable taking a lead such as in class or on a sporting 
field 

 
THE ABILITY TO SPEAK UP 

A young person with a leadership mindset is more likely to put aside self-doubts about speaking in front of 
others. Encourage your young person to speak in front of others by: 
 

Giving them opportunities to express their opinions at home 
Encouraging them to speak up in small group situations at sport or other after school 
activities Developing their skills through debating, acting or public speaking 
 



 

 
 

AN ATTITUDE OF INCLUSIVENESS 

Leaders can only be truly successful when they include others in their activities. Develop an 
attitude of inclusiveness by encouraging your young person to: 

Notice those around them who may not fit in or who are different in some way to the group norm 

Work with young people from different backgrounds and with different interests, at school and in 
the community 

Be involved in at least one activity outside school in an effort to broaden their social horizons 
 
Leadership is as much about mindset as it is about skill development. When you encourage your young person 
to think We rather than Me, you’ll be on the road to developing an invaluable leadership mindset that they can 
take into a variety of situations. 

 

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading 
parenting educators. He’s the author of 12 books for parents including 
Spoonfed Generation and the best-selling Why First Borns Rule the World and 
Last Borns Want to Change It. His latest release Anxious Kids, was co-authored 
with Dr Jodi Richardson. 
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